THE
BANDSTAND
PROJECT

musical composition: Ross Whyte
curation + lyrics: Rosy Naylor
performed by Portobello Community Choir

8 bandstand soundspace
across Edinburgh

& Musselburgh

with immersive

sound app,
performances
2& exhibition
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3 live performances:

Sat 1lst Sept - 3pm

Portobello Prom (old bandstand
space), by John Street

with Portobello Community Choir

Weds 5th Sept - 8.30-10pm
The Skylark (Ross Whyte live
performance with archive footage)

Sat 8th Sept - 3pm

Ross Theatre bandstand,

Princes St Gardens

with Portobello Cqgmmunity Choir

Exhlbltlon.
The Skylark, 243 Portobello ngh
Street, Edinburgh EH15 2AW

On the
Sea
Side
I dip my toe




As I Walk. I glimpse. I hear.

The bandstand has long served as the public
site for community music occupying many of our
parks and promenades. This project invites us
to once again find music as we stroll our public
parks, to search out the music we hear, focus-
sing on places where bandstands once stood,

and a few that still do.

Visit each of the 8 locations, listening
through our App to specially commissioned music
from Ross Whyte, along with archival

material relating to each site. Music is
performed by Portobello Community Choir.

Download the App at
www . bandstandproject.co.uk

Commissioned & conceived by
Art Walk Projects

Funded by the Culture Fund:

The Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo and The City of Edinburgh
Council
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THE CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL

Soundposts courtesy of:

Popularity for the bandstand grew
alongside the association of music
as having an important moral influ-
ence. Coupled with this was the
value laid on the social importance
of parks to improve local communi-
ties and well being. In the 1830s
recreational parks were seen to
“lead to a better use of Sundays
and the replacement of the debasing
pleasures”’

! Paul Rabbitts: ‘Bandstands: Pavilions for music,

entertainment and leisure’ 2018
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About the composition:

Ross Whyte is a Glasgow-based composer, sound artist,
and arranger. His composition, titled ‘The Great
Exhibition’, is inspired by the early 1900s era of
seaside entertainment and end-of-the-pier entertain-
ers such as Harry Lauder.

‘The Great Exhibition’ combines recent sound record-
ing with both archival and newly-composed material
to present an abstract reimagining of the kinds of
sounds and music that might have been heard at the
various bandstands around Edinburgh.

The work contains 8 melodic lines performed by the
Portobello Community Choir, with lyrics by Rosy
Naylor. For the Bandstand App, the melodies can be
‘unlocked’ by visiting each of the 8 bandstand
locations. They can be listened to individually or
layered on top of each other in the playlist area of
the app. Visit 3 locations or more and you will gain
access to the complete song: ‘The Great Exhibition’.

‘The Great Exhibition’ is romantic, sentimental,
light-hearted, and hopeful, and aims to evoke an

atmosphere of a more innocent time.

rosswhyte.com

Curated by:

Rosy Naylor, Edinburgh-based
curator+artist, and founder of
Art Walk Porty.

Performed by:
Portobello Community Choir

Soundposts:
Courtesy of Orocco Joinery

App development:
Steven Park stevenpark.co.uk

Image credits:

Thanks to -

Portobello Heritage Trust
Historic Environment Scotland
Scotsman Publications Ltd

City of Edinburgh Council (for
use of ‘Holidays at Home’ 1942
film: bandstand dancing footage).

Enquiries:
rosy@artwalkporty.co.uk

www .bandstandproject.co.uk
@artwalkporty #bandstandproject
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Oh I do
like...

To think

of pleasures

past.

The site of the old
Marine Gardens,
access from Seafield
Promenade (now
Lothian Buses)

1909-15

Portobello Promenade -
now Community Garden,
by John St

dates unknown but
likely c¢1900-1950

on the
Sea Side.
I dip

my toe.

How To Use the App:
First download the app before setting out
via bandstandproject.co.uk.

Then go and visit one of the bandstands,
using the soundscape and navigation on the app
to help you find each bandstand space.

Once at the location, look out for the marker
representing the site of the bandstand. Once

at the location you can access the composition
relating to that site, as well as history and
archival images. Use the QR code at each marker
if necessary to activate the soundspace.

MUSSEIBURGH

When the sun
goes down,
I'm gloamin’
and gleaming.

Lewisvale Park,

Musselburgh —
(existing bandstand) '

1914-

restored in 2018
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With reference to Harry Lauder’s popular music hall song
‘ Roamin’ in the Gloamin’ ‘
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