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ShowGround is a performance-centred 
programme celebrating seaside entertainment 
and travelling showpeople culture that presents 
public space as a playground for encounter.

In partnership with Nobles Amusements we 
present ARCADE, a series of site-specific 
performances and interactive events embracing 
sideshow, circus, acrobatics, puppetry, theatre, 
dance and film.

Across 60 venues and involving more than 80 
artists, the festival as a whole brings together 
many strands: including public realm works, 
Art Houses, Art in Shops and a special film 
programme hosted at the Moving Images 
Cinema Caravan. 

We also introduce Flowering Porty, a new front 
gardens festival that celebrates our local neigh-
bourhood with pollinator-rich gardens. See the 
reverse of this guide for more detailed informa-
tion on the 35 gardens taking part. 

After ten years of multiple projects, many near 
and afar, this year we bring the focus back to 
Portobello, from where the project began and 
continues to resonate. 

An engagement with public place that invites 
interaction, participation and encounter has 
consistently been a driving force throughout 
our work; one that enriches the health of place 
and strengthens community. 

Through the programme, the temporary, 
portable open-air sideshow becomes a further 
way to consider encounter that can shape and 
grow how we value and use public space. 

A focus on the coastal resort also sets the scene 
for a new three-year focus of social arts projects 
that will treat the coastal resort as a site for 
convalescence and remedy, activating the 
power of care in and for coastal communities.

Rosy Naylor 
Founder / Curator, Art Walk Porty
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ART WALK HUB
268 Portobello High Street
Edinburgh EH15 2AT
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Thursday 4 September
7pm-9pm: Art Walk Porty Opening 
Launch at Art Walk Festival Hub, 
sponsored by Bellfield Brewery

Friday 5 September
2pm-3.30pm: Flowering Porty walk led 
by local resident Cameron Wyllie, 
starting from Morton Street Triangle
Community Garden

Saturday 6 September
12pm, 2pm, 4pm: 
Arcade Trilogy interactive theatre with 
Showmen’s Theatre Company by Nobles 
Amusements (p10) 
12pm-2pm and 3pm-5pm: Living 
Pictures puppet theatre show with Fibi 
Cowley (15mins) at Portobello 
Promenade by Pipe Lane (p9)
5pm: In the Round circus/acrobatics 
with Emily Nicholl starting from 
Portobello Beach by Nobles 
Amusements (p8)

Sunday 7 September
10.30am-3.30pm: portrait workshop 
with Portobello Photography School 
(p17)
11am: In the Round circus/acrobatics 
with Emily Nicholl starting from 
Portobello Beach by Nobles 
Amusements (p8)
12pm, 2pm, 4pm:
Arcade Trilogy interactive theatre with 
Showmen’s Theatre Company by Nobles 
Amusements (p10) 
3pm: Artist talk (20mins) from 
David Williams, The Promenader (p16)

Wednesday 10 September
2pm-3.30pm: Flowering Porty walk led 
by artist Jenny Pope, starting from Art 
Walk Hub

6-7 and 13-14 September
ShowGround 
Art Walk Hub
268 Portobello High Street
Open: 10am-6pm

Roll the Dice 
Nobles Amusements
Portobello Promenade
Artists: Solen Collet & Ailsa Lochhead
Open: 10am-10pm (p12)

The Promenader 
Shoreline Yoga, Bath Street 
Artist: David Williams
Open: 10am-6pm (p16)

13 September
Another Realm  
Travelling Gallery, in front of Town Hall 
Portobello High Street 
Artists: Laura Aldridge, Nick Evans, Louise 
Gibson, Aimee Lax, Aniara Omann & Daisy 
Robertson.
Open: 10am-4pm (p16)

4-30 September
One Point
The Portobello Bookshop 
Artist: Jana Middleton
Open: 10am-6pm (p16)

From 4 September
10 Years of Art Walk
Porty Light Box (p17)

ShowGround
at boatyard fencing, Portobello Promenade, 
Photography group: Porty Connects (p17)

Warning Lights 
Shore Hunt growing space,
Portobelo Promenade 
Artists: Rudy Kanhye & Lauren La Rose 
(p16)

Friday 26 September
2pm-4pm: Medicinal plant 
ecologies workshop with Herbal 
Scotland at Seafield shore (p18)

Saturday 27 September
2pm-4pm: Neighbouring  
Orchard Project community 
harvest and apple pressing feast 
at Bellfield, Portobello (p18)

Friday 12 September
Starting from 2pm: 
Beach labyrinth collaborative making 
with Eilis Doherty on Portobello Beach 
by Kings Road (p17)
4pm-5.30pm:
Braid Walk publication launch with 
readings from Helen Boden, James 
Spence and others at the mouth of 
Figgate Burn, Portobello Beach (p17)

Saturday 13 September
10am-6pm: film screenings: 
Super Slide at Moving Images Cinema
Caravan located on Portobello 
Promenade by Pipe Street (p13)
11am and 2.30pm: Dance Token 
interactive dance walk with Jorja 
Follina, Melissa Heywood and Jemma 
Stein starting from the old site of 
Marine Gardens (p11) 
12pm, 2pm, 4pm: 
Arcade Trilogy interactive theatre 
with Showmen’s Theatre Company by 
Nobles Amusements (p10) 

Sunday 14 September
10am-6pm: film screenings: 
Super Slide at Moving Images Cinema
Caravan located on Portobello 
Promenade by Pipe Lane (p13)
12pm-2pm and 3pm-5pm: Living 
Pictures puppet theatre show with Fibi 
Cowley (15mins) at Portobello Beach 
by Nobles Amusements (p9)
12pm, 2pm, 4pm: 
Arcade Trilogy interactive theatre 
with Showmen’s Theatre Company by 
Nobles Amusements (p10) 
6pm-8pm: 10 year celebration and 
festival closing event with wild food 
chef Judith Lamb at Portobello Beach, 
by the cake stand (p18)

Who We Are: 

Rosy Naylor, 
founder and director
Tom Jeffreys, 
editorial
Maddie Lennon, 
programme assistant
Alice Mainstone, 
programme producer
Hanna Paniutsich,
festival assistant

With immense thanks to all our 
volunteers and freelancers over 
the last 10 years who have 
played such a large part in the 
delivery of the hundreds of 
events we’ve held over the past 
decade.

Art Walk Porty is produced by 
Art Walk Projects community 
interest company - SC525677

info@artwalkporty.co.uk 
Instagram: @artwalkporty
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Public Bodies 
by Tom Jeffreys

5 6

Portobello is full of surprising stories,  
if you only know where to look. Take 
a walk along the Promenade and 
pause for a moment outside Nobles 
Amusements. Look up. Notice, under 
the eaves, a series of painted battle 
scenes. Once upon a time, these eaves 
were home to depictions of Mickey 
Mouse. But not any more. Notice the 
tartan-clad footsoldiers. The brightly 
coloured knights. In the 1690s, the 
Scots tried to establish their own 
colonial project in Panama but were 
defeated by, among other things, the 
Spanish military. The debilitating 
economic effect of this failure was a 
significant factor in Scotland’s elites 
accepting the Act of Union in 1707. 

Further colonial wars took place 
between Spain and Britain over Panama 
in the 1750s. It is said, perhaps spec-
ulatively, that Portobello got its name 
from Porto Bello, which was captured 
by the British in 1739. A sailor, who 
participated in the battle, is said to have 
built a house by the sea here and named 
it Portobello Hut. Somehow, the name 
stuck.

Now you can step inside, into Nobles 
Amusements. It’s a fascinating expe-
rience: a microcosm of a city in which 
everything happens all at once. There 
are coin-pushers and horse racing. You 
can hunt dinosaurs through post-
apocalyptic cityscapes, win neon plastic 
ducks or teddy bears dressed as pirates. 
Nostalgia and science fiction blur, amid 
a dizzying cacophony of sound and light 
competing for your attention. On the 
one hand, the arcade is a magical 
ahistorical, trans-geographic non-place. 

At the same time, this is a family busi-
ness long-rooted in the area: the amuse-
ments date to 1907 and have been owned 
by the Noble family for the past 40 years.

This September’s partnership between 
Art Walk Projects and Nobles forms part 
of the festival’s wider celebration of the 
area’s rich history of entertainment. 
2025 marks ten years since the founding 
of Art Walk Porty and the festival has a 
celebratory air. Beaches are often show 
grounds: places to see and be seen. In 
Portobello, the beach and promenade are 
full of bodies moving, each to their own 
collective rhythms: swimming, jogging, 
cycling, building sandcastles, walk-
ing the dog, playing beach volleyball. 
Through a series of performance-based 
commissions involving puppet theatre, 
community dance, circus and multiple 
forms of outdoor public play, Art Walk 
Porty encourages us to think about the 
relationship between the body and place, 
especially here in an urban coastal 
edge of ebbing tides and shifting 
demographics.

Seaside towns have long been associated 
with fun and freedom, and entertain-
ment has a rich history here. Between 
Portobello’s two pottery kilns and the 
sea, Fun City – founded by travelling 
show people – was a popular amusement 
park for over a century. In one old aerial 
photo you can see merry-go-rounds, a 
big wheel, dodgems and waltzers – their 
technicolour exuberance a contrast 
to the monotone beige of the nearby 
housing. While the kilns remain as a 
reminder of Portobello’s industrial past, 
Fun City has been replaced by flats. 
Across Figgate Burn, there was once 
an open-air swimming pool, built in the 
1930s and heated by the nearby coal-
fired power station on Portobello High 
Street, opposite where Aldi stands today. 
At its peak, the pool could accommodate 
1,300 bathers and 6,000 spectators. But 

with the closure of the power station 
in 1978, the suddenly cold swimming 
pool lost its charm, and it too closed the 
following year.

From King’s Road, around to the west, 
was once home to Marine Gardens, 
an amusement park of a more genteel 
nature. Opened in 1909, it reused struc-
tures from the Scottish National Exhibi-
tion, held in Edinburgh’s Saughton Park 
the previous year. Like many national 
exhibitions of that era, Marine Gardens 
was also a celebration of colonialism. 
As well as a concert hall, theatre and 
billiard saloon, Marine Gardens also 
played host to a Somalian village of 
some 80 people. According to Portobello 
Heritage Trust: “Somali families were 
brought over to live in a mud-hut com-
pound and ‘perform’ their daily lives for 
visitors.” British Somaliland, as it was 
called, did not gain independence until 
1960. Resistance to the British was led 
by Sufi dervishes, known for their 
ritualistic dances.

Although less explicitly political or eco-
logical than in recent years, in taking 
place outdoors, through multiple public 
spaces along Edinburgh’s seafront, Art 
Walk Porty nonetheless actively con-
tributes to ongoing negotiations of what 
constitutes public space. In borrowing 
conventions from circus, theatre and 
other modes of formal or informal per-
formance, and bringing them into public 
space, this year’s Art Walk contributes 
to recalibrating – even if only for a short 
time – not only how we see the city but 
how our bodies move in relation to the 
built environment, dancing new paths 
or retreading existing ones as we do so. 

As architectural historial Ed Hollis has 
said: “public space is not natural; it has 
to be constructed.” Following Hollis, 
we might think of urban planning, 
management and policing as a kind of 
choreographic control. Performances – 
like protests – may constitute forms of 
resistance or rupture. How might such 
actions change the world? Or change 
us? We will only discover through 
doing.

“Public space is charged with the 
personal and the political – but also 
with the bodily: our bodily movements, 
our bodily joys, our bodily strifes. 
Therefore, when speaking of public 
space, we must begin with the body.”

~ Amy Gowen, Rights of Way, 2021



Emily Nicholl
with
Lauren Jamieson 
Saya YamaguchiARCADE

Circus
Acrobatics

Theatre
DanceFilm

In partnership with Nobles 
Amusements, Art Walk Porty 
presents ARCADE, a series of 
fi ve performance-centred works 
created in response to Porty’s 
seaside entertainment era 
exploring public spaces in and 
around Portobello Beach and 
Promenade.

Inspired by Portobello’s history of 
travelling circus shows, In the Round
is a playful spectacle and community 
gathering that invites spectators to 
become participants in a series of 
choreographed performances along 
Portobello beach. Conceived by Emily 
Nicholl in collaboration with Lauren 
Jamieson and Saya Yamaguchi, the 
project celebrates the area’s rich 
heritage of circus history while also 
off ering vital shared practices of 
support and solidarity.

Emily has been particularly inspired 
by Thomas Ord’s travelling circus of 
the early 1800s: every year, Ord would 
return to the same circle, marked out in 
the grass to delineate the performance 
space. It is said that, even 20 years after 
Ord’s circus made its fi nal visit to 
Portobello in 1859, this circle remained 
visible on the ground.

About:
Emily Nicholl (she/her) is an 
Edinburgh-born crip multi-
disciplinary arts worker, interested 
in the overlapping roles of artist, 
neighbour, citizen and friend. She has 
worked internationally on award-
winning projects for all ages, her 
performance collaborations and 
visual art work often drawing from 
what circus arts can teach us about 
interconnection, solidarity and 
sharing weight.

In the Round
Circus performance

Sat 6 September, 5pm 
Sun 7 September, 11am

Starting from 
Portobello Beach by 

Nobles Amusements (G)
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Nobles Amusements is a family-run seaside arcade operated 
by the Noble family for over 40 years. The arcade came into 
being in 1907, when renowned magician Harry Marvello - 
a friend of Harry Houdini and performer to Queen Victoria 
- built his grand entertainment pavilion next to the Tower 
Hotel. Originally conceived as a music hall with a rooftop tea 
garden, it was repurposed to become Portobello’s fi rst roller 
skating rink and variety theatre. By 1908, the venue had a 
theatre licence and became home to popular summer shows. 
Over the decades, it transformed into everything from a 
boxing ring to a zoo, and in the 1960s embraced a new 
identity as an amusement arcade, introducing penny 
pushers, pinball, video games, and more. 

With roots fi rmly in the long-standing tradition of classic 
seaside entertainment, Nobles is the last remaining out-
post of Portobello’s storied seaside entertainment history. 
Portobello has welcomed holidaymakers and day-trippers 
for more than a century, and Nobles Amusements places 
itself as a nostalgic reminder of the travelling fairgrounds, 
sideshows, and timeless arcade games that once defi ned 
the area. Combining heritage with fun, it remains a beloved 
destination for families, locals, and visitors alike, 
celebrating the tradition of amusements and preserving 
a treasured part of the seaside’s identity.



Showmen’s Theatre Company
Yana Harris
Ava Hickey
Bailey Newsome

Roll up! Roll up! 

The Showmen’s Theatre Company celebrates 
Scottish Showpeople’s largely undocumented, 
tantalising history. They aim to humanise an 
often misunderstood minority group, the only 
way they know how: by putting on a show.

The Showmen’s Theatre Company invites you 
behind the scenes. Come and hear of Portobello’s 
entertainment industry from the entertainers 
themselves. Framed by their vintage showfront, 
the company presents Arcade Trilogy, three 
site-specifi c, interactive performances 
celebrating the history of seaside amusements. 
From music hall to side-show, from Fun City to 
Nobles arcade, these performances theatrically 
explore Portobello’s many links to the Scottish 
Travelling Showmen community.

About:
The Showmen’s Theatre Company 
is a Showmen’s artist collective 
creating theatre and workshops. 
Graduates of The Royal Conserva-
toire of Scotland, Yana Harris, 
Bailey Newsome and Ava Hickey 
come from many generations of 
Showpeople. Attributing their 
adaptability, work ethic and story-
telling to their heritage, together 
they are using these skills to 
celebrate the community and 
preserve their history.

About:
Fibi Cowley is an artist and 
puppeteer based in Glasgow. 
Inspired by hyper-imagination 
and counter-cultural mischief, 
Fibi draws on the legacy of 
puppetry as an outsider art 
form to disrupt and reimagine 
the ways in which we relate to 
the world around us.

Living Pictures is a pop-up avant-garde puppet 
theatre show that combines soundscape and 
performance to breathe new life into local 
stories, legends and histories. Staging a playful, 
slightly absurd DIY performance near Nobles 
Amusements on the waterfront, the project 
revisits Portobello’s history of travelling shows, 
pop-up theatres and sideshows. 

Through a socially-engaged research process 
of radical listening, that has involved hearing 
people’s memories of the area, Living Pictures 
manifests a return to the idea of a ‘people’s 
theatre’ – centring performances made entirely 
for the pleasure of the community. Cowley’s 
core enquiry is about democratising space and 
joy: revisiting the ‘pleasure grounds’ of the 
past. In a world where much of our interaction 
now happens online and physical gathering 
spaces are being defunded or erased, the work 
asks: whose voices are being heard, and whose 
stories risk being forgotten?

Living Pictures
Puppet theatre show

Sat 6 September, 
15 minute performances 

between:
12pm-2pm

& 3pm-5pm
Portobello Promenade, 

by Pipe Lane (E)

Sun 14 September, 
15 minute performances 

between:
12pm-2pm

& 3pm-5pm
Portobello Beach, 

by Nobles Amusements (G)

Arcade Trilogy: 
Big Wheel, Fun City and 

Amusement Caterers 
Interactive theatre

with vintage style 
showground showfront 

displaying fairground 
memorabilia

Sat 6, Sun 7
Sat 13, Sun 14 September, 

12pm, 2pm, 4pm

By Nobles Amusements, 
Portobello Promenade (F)
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Jorja Follina, 
Melissa Heywood,
Jemma Stein

Dance Token is an interactive, arcade-inspired 
community dance walk that transforms 
Portobello’s promenade into a living game 
board of movement, joy, and participation. 
Promenade visitors will be guided along a 
mapped route, stopping at a series of playful 
dance zones, each inspired by arcade games 
and historical fairground spots once found 
along the Portobello seafront.

At each stop, audiences will collect a ‘dance 
token’ – a short dance move or game. The 
journey will conclude with a joyful communal 
dance, where all the collected tokens come 
together in a celebratory, fl ashmob-style 
performance.

People of all ages and abilities are invited to 
take part – whether by dancing, cheering, or 
simply following the route and enjoying the 
show. Through the work, the Promenade 
becomes both stage and playground, echoing 
the nostalgia and the vibrant spirit of 
Portobello’s seaside history.

About:
Jemma, Jorja and Melissa 
are three dance artists and 
friends based in Scotland 
with a desire to make fun and 
playful work for audiences to 
get involved in. With acces-
sibility at the heart of their 
process, they create spaces 
for audiences and artists to 
dance together. 

Dance Token
Interactive dance walk

Sat 13 September
11am and 2.30pm

Starting from the old
site of Marine Gardens

(Seafi eld Promenade, 
back of bus station - A)

Solen Collet and
Ailsa Lochhead

Drawing inspiration from layered 
patterns found in nature and urban play 
spaces – tidal rhythms and slot machines, 
moonlight shimmers and fl ickering arcade 
lights –  Roll the Dice explores the 
dynamic tension between randomness 
and repetition, pleasure and discomfort, 
connection and disconnection, winning 
and losing.

In July, photographer Solen Collet 
captured a bespoke Move To Feel session 
led by Ailsa Lochhead: a creative move-
ment meditation interweaving the social 
history of Portobello’s Showground era, 
poetry, and an embodied dialogue of 
mechanical and natural play. Layering 
movement and light, fl eeting moments 
from this session merge with the neon 
pulse of Nobles Amusements in a new 
video work created for ARCADE. 

The resulting sensory collage, installed 
in Nobles, blurs serenity with over-
stimulation, meditative dance with 
hypnotic gameplay – inviting viewers to 
gamble with perception itself.

Event detail

Roll the Dice
Film installation

Sat 6 to Sun 14 September
Open daily 10am-10pm

Inside Nobles Amusements
49 Figgate Lane (N)

About:
Ailsa Lochhead and Solen Collet 
collaborate at the intersection 
of process, image and emotion. 
Guided by somatic intuition and 
creative play, they transmute 
experience into layered works 
that deepen the dialogue 
between body and material. 
Their collaboration is an evolv-
ing exploration of place, image, 
and the unseen currents within.
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Screenings:
Sat-Sun 13-14 September 
10am-6pm
at Moving Images Cinema Caravan, 
Portobello Promenade, by the old 
site of Fun City (E)

Programme curated by
Kerry Jones & Rosy Naylor.
Named after the helter skelter ride 
within the previous 
fairground site, Fun City.

Live Before You Die 5’46” (Tom Lloyd, 
2008) Travelling the length of the country 
and back again with a pair of horses and 
gypsy caravan, Live Before You Die is the 
ultimate horse-drawn road movie, follow-
ing a band of travellers with handcarts, 
goats, donkeys and ponies along green 
lanes to fairs and festivals.

Letta’s High Class Entertainers, Portobello 
3’00” (1923) Archive silent footage of 
Letta’s pierrot troupe, performing in 
Portobello, a popular local group of 
comedians from the early 1900s.

Groyne 3’57” (Anna Tallach Kennedy, 
2024) Black and white fi lm. Scenes of the 
groynes in Portobello, a place for people, 
birds, dogs, the sea to play, with a riff  on 
‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’ in the 
background.

Wullie - Craigmillar Summer Playschemes 
6’20” excerpt (Craigmillar Festival 
Society, 1976) This beautifully compiled 
archive fi lm shows adventures of Wullie 
with animated sequences, including a visit 
to Portobello Beach and Fun City. Awarded 
the Isabel Elder Trophy at the 1976 Scot-
tish Amateur Film Festival.

Seaside 1’48” (Michelle Deignan, 2022)
Southend on Sea. The hottest day of the 
year. As the crowds show out, soaking up a 
day at the beach we stay inside and watch 
from behind the scenes. Looking out from 
our window we hear of another show, a 
quiet exchange of gratitude and care.

Shakespeare Shuffl  e 6’20” (Shaper/
Caper, 2016) This fi lm was created for the 
2016 BBC Shakespeare Festival by Tommy 
Small, artist director of Dundee-based 
dance-theatre company Shaper/Caper, as 
part of his artist residency with BBC Radio 
2. It features Radio 2 presenters, profes-
sional, student and community dancers, 
and some very familiar landmarks!

One More - The Revelator 5’31” (Holger 
Mohaupt,  2025) The Revelator is a collec-
tive project by the artist Stephen Skrynka. 
It’s a creative space, art school, theatre, 
gallery and 16mm cinema – all built on the 
Clyde in Glasgow by volunteers without 
using a single nail. Filmed in a single 
take, this micro documentary takes The 
Revelator back to its roots, a nomadic Wall 
of Death. 

Secret Life 5’03” (Dominika Jackowska,  
2020) This animation was created in 
response to COVID and lockdown, during 
Jackowska’s artist residency with 
Edinburgh Printmakers. Animations were 
projected across diff erent locations, 
connected by local cycle paths bringing 
people together through diffi  cult times.

The programme involves a series of 
10-minute reels comprising a selection 
of the following fi lm shorts which you 
are able to choose from when you come 
and visit. For further details please 
visit artwalkporty.co.uk

13 14

Moving Images Cinema Caravan CIC is a unique solar-powered 
cinema inside a converted 1980s Swift Pirouette caravan 
initiated and created by Scottish Borders-based artist and 
curator Kerry Jones in 2022 and made possible through 
funding from Alchemy Film & Arts and Creative Scotland’s 
Crowdmatch project. Since then, the cinema has been to 
community gardens and orchards, festivals, fi lm festivals 
and community events taking short inspiring fi lms with 
themes of climate and social justice, global and local voices 
and empowering stories to audiences of all ages across 
Scotland.

Michelle Deignan

Jane Somers

Programme

Kayla Parker & Stuart Moore



The Promenader
David Williams 
Long-term Portobello resident and inter-
nationally acclaimed photographer David 
Williams has been making work on the 
promenade for many years. This exhibition 
consists of images selected from his ongoing 
series, The Promenader – a kind of visual 
lyric poem, intended for eventual publication 
in book form.

Shoreline Porty Yoga Studio, 
40a Bath Street (14)
Exhibition: Sat-Sun 6-7 and 13-14 September, 
10am-6pm
Artist talk (20mins): Sun 7 September, 3pm

Other Commissions & Works | Exhibitions | Events

Pirate Taxi 3’00” is the small-scale out-
door circus show from the internationally 
acclaimed creators of award-winning 
productions FLOWN, and HOME. Taking 
place in, on and around an old-school 
London Taxi, sometimes serious, but 
more often funny, PIRATE TAXI tells the 
directors’ own tale of fi nding their way via 
Circus to Somerset - weaving in themes of 
journeys, companionship, and the annual 
migration of birds.

The Shows 1’00” (Jane Somers, 2025) 
‘The Shows’ are an integral part of the 
Common Ridings which take place in the 
Scottish Borders every summer. There is 
comfort in the familiar and the regular. 
(Canon Super8) 

Fairground Fever 6’23” (Linda Hughes, 
2024) Excitement grows when the annual 
fair comes to Kirkcaldy. Three teenage 
friends meet up and enjoy going on the 
rides then one is drawn into a surreal 
adventure of her own. The fi lm is about 
growing up in Kirkcaldy and the seafront’s 
transformation when the Links Market 
comes every Easter.

Portencross 8’00” (Matthew Robinson, 
2025) A meditative exploration into the 
acoustics of an old steel buoy on the shore 
at Portencross, Scotland. Richard Youngs 
draws music from these strange and 
beautiful objects. How old are they? Where 
did they come from? Why do they sound so 
good?’

Motion/Static 10’46” (Peter Gerard, 2009)
A childhood dream of travelling funfairs 
dances with the reality of a family manu-
facturing thrill-rides and their life on the 
road.

Teign Spirit 2’55” (Kayla Parker & Stuart 
Moore) An animated ‘séance’, in which 
modern day Teignmouth, a seaside resort 
on the coast of south Devon, is haunted by 
joyous summers past, conjured up though 
archive home movie footage. Commissioned 
by Animate Projects for Sea Change.

Salt & Steam 9’00” (Soul Water Sauna) 
explores the rich and playful history of 
sauna and bathhouse culture on the UK 
coastline and the public bathing space as 
community playground. The new experi-
mental docu-art fi lm draws from archives 
of the British Sauna Society and frames 
sauna spaces as historical and contem-
porary acts of performance, ritual and 
community connection.

EXHIBITIONS
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Warning Lights
Rudy Kanhye and Lauren La Rose
Beacons are symbols of warning as well as 
celebration: physical or intangible, open to 
multiple interpretations. This mural 
designates the Shore Hunt garden and 
evokes a space to gather: a space of 
creativity, hope and celebration, but also 
of criticality and caution. 

By Pipe Street Toilets,
Portobello Promenade (D)
From 6 September 16

Linda Hughes

Matthew Robinson

One Point
Jana Middleton
One Point is a paper-based installation 
inspired by the golden age of 19th-century 
seaside entertainment in Portobello. This era 
of rollercoasters, variety halls, skating rinks, 
and helter-skelters celebrated movement, 
spectacle, and chance. Central to the work is 
a fascination with arcade tickets – endless 
paper strips marked ‘ONE POINT’ like 
symbols of possibility and joy. Made from 
book pages and vintage amusement tickets, 
the piece spirals outward like a rollercoaster 
track or skate trail, refl ecting the rhythm of 
stories and games. It’s a nostalgic landscape 
of imagination, where memory, motion, and 
narrative all begin from a single point.

The Portobello Bookshop, 
46 Portobello High Street (2)
Exhibition: 4-30 September, 10am-6pm

Pirate Taxi - Image: Paul Blakemore



Birthday Party, 10 Years!
Judith Lamb
To mark 10 Years of Art Walk Porty we 
invite you to this very special culinary beach 
cooking event with magical foraged cuisine 
and retro inspired food from wild chef forager 
Judith Lamb.

Portobello Beach, by cake stand (K)
Sun 14 September, 6pm-8pm
Limited spaces. Book via artwalkporty.co.uk

Art Walk Porty: 2015-2025
Jon Davey
A photographic installation by local 
photographer Jon Davey showcasing ten 
years of Art Walk Porty’s annual festivals 
and yearly projects.

Porty Light Box, Bellfi eld Street (L)
From Sat 6 September

Braid Walk Publication Launch
Jonathan Baxter, Helen Boden, Sarah 
Gittins, James Spence
Join us for the launch of the Braid Walk 
publication, a collection of writings and visual 
images inspired by walking the Figgate-
Braid-Bonaly watercourse, with readings by 
Helen Boden, James Spence and others.

Portobello Beach, by the mouth of the 
Figgate Burn (C)
Fri 12 September, 4pm-5pm
Special launch publication price £12
Available also from Art Walk Festival Hub 

Portobello Beach Labyrinth Creation
Eilis Doherty
Join Eilis Doherty in creating a huge 
labyrinth on the beach from locally collected 
stones. Depending on the tides, the labyrinth 
will remain visible over the weekend of 13-14 
September to walk back and forwards within. 

Portobello Beach,
in front of Kings Road (B)
Fri 12 September, 2pm-3pm

PARTICIPATORY ARTEXHIBITIONS

PUBLICATION LAUNCH

10 YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Upcoming

Community Apple Harvest & Feast
Annie Lord
Bring along your apples and celebrate fi ve 
years of the Neighbouring Orchard! We’ll 
press apples to make juice, share growing 
tips and enjoy a feast of apple treats. Open to 
all, whether you’re a Neighbouring Orchard 
grower or just an apple lover. This is a chance 
to enjoy our harvest and make plans for the 
years to come.

Bellfi eld Community Hub (Small Hall)
Sat 27 September, 2pm-4pm

HARVEST EVENT

Art Walk Portrait Workshop
with Portobello Photography School
A day making meaningful photographic 
portraits of Art Walk Porty ShowGround 
artists with technical and creative support of 
professional photographer and experienced 
educator Alicia Bruce. Full details at 
artwalkporty.co.uk

Starting from Little Green Van,
Portobello Promenade, by Bellfi eld Street 
Sun 7 September, 10.30am-3.30pm
Limited places, booking required

WORKSHOP
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ShowGround
Porty Connects
Porty Connects is an outdoor showcase of 
work by local photographers on the theme 
of SHOWGROUND. The group, including both 
professional photographers and enthusiastic 
amateurs, headed in many diff erent 
directions as they explored the theme.

Fencing by Boatyard, 
Portobello Promenade (J) 
From 4 September

Medicinal Plant Ecologies Workshop
with Herbal Scotland
The fi rst in a series of new workshops to 
identify medicinal plants growing at 
Seafi eld Promenade, creating herbal 
remedies, with plans to develop a medicinal 
plant seed library. This forms part of a new 
project funded by the National Lottery 
Community Fund we’re developing to create 
a Climate Garden Hub at Seafi eld shore.

Meet at Seafi eld shore, at the back of the bus 
station, Seafi eld Promenade (A)
Fri 26 September, 2pm-4pm

WORKSHOP
In Another Realm
Travelling Gallery
Travelling Gallery’s Season 3 exhibition In 
Another Realm is a group exhibition devel-
oped with Sculpture Placement Group (SPG) 
including the work of Laura Aldridge, Nick 
Evans, Louise Gibson, Aimee Lax, Aniara 
Omann & Daisy Robertson.

Outside Portobello Town Hall,
Portobello High Street (O)
Sat 13 September, 10am-4pm

Stay updated with all upcoming events 
and projects at artwalkporty.co.uk

Iman Tajik Aliens Welcome Here? (2020)




